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unfortunate, since the loss of the ship created intefise
resentment in Constantinople against Great Britain.
The disappointment was intelligible. The Ottoman
Empire had made prodigious sacrifices to build the
vessel, and Great Britain's arbitrary action provoked
noisy and angry protests. While popular feeling on
the point was at its height, the Goeben and the Breslau,
in accordance with orders from Berlin, passed the
Dardanelles and anchored off Constantinople. The
German Ambassador, making haste to draw advan-
tage from the situation, placed the two cruisers at
the disposal of Turkey.1 What programme lay behind
his offer was quickly evident. Within the next few
days a number of German naval officers and marines
arrived in Constantinople, and it was clear that Ger-
many intended to control the whole Turkish fleet.
In vain the British Ambassador complained of the
unfriendliness of these acts, and of others equally
infringing the professed neutrality of Turkey, notably
the mining of the Dardanelles2 and the hurried con-
struction of defensive works on the shores of those
straits. Talaat and his colleagues met each protest
with mendacious excuses. Presently the reported
concentration of troops in Syria and Palestine roused
His Majesty's Government to state explicitly their
position in Egypt. They announced that while the
Suez Canal was being patrolled by troops, no forward
movement into Sinai would be made, and expressed

1  The knowledge that Germany and Turkey on the 2nd August
1914 had concluded an alliance dispels the belief that the Goeben and
the Breslau took refuge in the Bosphorus by accident.   Djemal Pasha,
in Memories of a Turkish Statesman, frankly declares that the offer of
Von Waggenheim, German Ambassador to Turkey, was e not a real,
but merely a fictitious sale '.   Djemal continues, ' We were informed
that as the Emperor could not sell a single ship in the navy without
a decree of the Reichstag, the real sale could not be carried out till
the end of the War, and the Reichstag had conveyed its assent.1

2  20th August 1914.